historical context, and reception of John's Apocalypse is, in a word, extensive. For an acces sible and general introduction to some of the larger themes within Biblical scholarship sur rounding John's Revelation see Pagels (2012). John's Revelation was certainly the most important of all apocalyptic discourses, influencing all subsequent apocalyptic commentar ies and glosses, within medieval and early modern Christendom. For more on medieval expectations of the end and its permutations (e.g., the end of the body, the end of the world, the end of time), see Bynum and Freedman (2000) . The absolute starting point for any study on the apocalyptic, premodern and/or modern alike, is the magisterial threevolume edited collection by Collins et al. (1998) . 4 For the purposes of this specific collection, we use "premodern" to describe roughly the large arc of time that covers the medieval and early modern periods of European history, framed roughly by the collapse of Roman political authority in the West in the fifth century to the Enlightment of the eighteenth century a.d. It bears mentioning, however, that those param eters are, of course, dependent upon what criteria one uses to define "medieval" and "modern." Most of the essays in this collection fit squarely within that timeframe. For an example of the coverage of this sweep of centuries, see Katherine Olson's essay, "Earth and Sky Will Be Ablaze: The Apocalypse, Hell, and Judgment in Premodern Britain, Ireland, and Brittany," below.
